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Blake Mycoskie Highlights CAEDA Dinner  
CAEDA was fortunate to host Blake Mycoskie as the 

Annual Dinner guest 

speaker at the Casper-

Natrona County Airport on 

February 3, 2010. Mycoskie 

is a dynamic and talented 

young entrepreneur who 

started his first business 

while in college, a laundry 

service, and has been           

involved in a number of  

diverse and successful  

ventures since.  

Today Blake is best known 

as the Founder and Chief 

Shoe Giver of TOMS Shoes, 

which provides a pair of 

shoes directly to a needy 

child for every pair        

purchased by a customer. 

3ÏÐÚɯÐÕÕÖÝÈÛÐÝÌɯɁ.ÕÌɯÍÖÙɯ

.ÕÌɂɯÉÜÚÐÕÌÚÚɯÔÖËÌÓɯɯɯɯɯ

successfully demonstrates 

that consumers can use 

their  individual                    

purchasing power for the 

greater good.   

'ÖÞɯËÖÌÚɯÈɯɁÞÏÈÛɯÐÍȱɂɯ

idea turn into an entrepre-

neurial success story? Blake 

outlined his journey for the 

audience.  In 2006, while 

traveling in Argentina, 

Blake met a group of 

Americans delivering a 

 Continued -> 

shipment of shoes to poor children. He learned 

that shoes were required for 

attending school and that 

they also cut down on     

disease. But he wondered 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯÏÈ××ÌÕÚɯÞÏÌÕɯÛÏÌÚÌɯ

ÚÏÖÌÚɯÞÌÈÙɯÖÜÛȮɯÞÏÈÛɯÛÏÌÕȳɂɯɯ

3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÞÏÌÕɯÏÌɯÏÐÛɯÜ×ÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ

idea of having building a 

business, TOMS Shoes, 

rather than starting another 

charity.   

Back in the States, he       

ËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙÌËɯÐÛɀÚɯÕÖÛɯÌÈÚàɯÛÖɯ

break into a new industry.  

After being turned down  

repeatedly, Blake happened 

to be at the right place at the 

right time. He met with a 

purchasing manager in an 

upscale LA store, who was 

actually waiting to meet   

another distributer. After 

talking with Blake she 

bought 80 pairs of shoes. 

Coincidentally a LA Times 

fashion writer spotted the 

shoes and ran a story about 

TOMS. The unexpected 

publicity skyrocketed the 

demand for the shoes and 

caused some serious supply 

ÈÕËɯËÌÔÈÕËɯÐÚÚÜÌÚȭɯɁ6ÏÌÕɯ

the LA Times story ran we 

received orders for 22,000 

pairs but we only had 140 in 

Steve Elledge of the Wyoming Business Council,                           
Blake Mycoskie, Katrina Lorenzen & CAEDA board member 

Chris Lorenzen take a moment to pose for the camera. 

CAEDA board member Jim Porter, Mark Zaback and                 

Roxy Skogan chat before the dinner. 

 Entrepreneur Blake Mycoskie, CEO & Chief Shoe Giver of 

TOMS Shoes shares his inspirational story at the dinner. 
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Annual Dinner continued... 

ÛÏÌɯÈ×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛȱÐÛɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÊÓÈÚÚÐÊɯÎÖÖËɤÉÈËɯ×ÙÖÉÓÌÔɯÛÏÈÛɯÎÙÖÞÐÕÎɯÊÖÔ×ÈÕÐÌÚɯÍÈÊÌȮɂɯÏÌɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯ  Vogue 

feature followed and stores such as Nordstroms and   

Urban Outfitters began calling.  Blake decided it was 

time to focus on TOMS and quit his day job with a tech 

company, using his buyout money as starting capital. 

Then he recruited experienced industry professionals 

and learned everything he could about shoes and retail. 

6ÏÈÛɯÉÌÎÈÕɯÈÚɯÈɯÚÐËÌɯɁÞÌÌÒÌÕËɂɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛɯÐÕɯ!ÓÈÒÌɀÚɯɯ

apartment has grown into a highly successful business 

that has supplied 400,000 pairs of shoes to children 

around the world.  

Blake also shared some of the business lessons he has learned through TOMS.  He explained why he  

decided to create a for-profit business rather than a charity: sustainability.  A business is much more 

sustainable than a charity which relies strictly on donations; it serves more people for a longer period 

of time and provides a greater return on an investment.        

Another important factor is incorporating giving into the    

ÉÜÚÐÕÌÚÚɯÔÖËÌÓȭɯ ÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ!ÓÈÒÌȮɯɁ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÈɯ×ÈÙÛɯÖÍɯ

ÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯÎÖÖËȮɯÉÐÎÎÌÙɯÛÏÈÕɯÖÕÌɀÚɯÚÌÓÍȭɂɯɯ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÛÙÜÌɯÖÍɯÉÖÛÏɯ

customers and employees; they become passionate marketers 

of a product. He also discussed benefits of association: not only 

do good  people want to work for you, but other companies 

want to be affiliated as well. The Chairman of AT&T told Blake 

that the ad campaign featuring TOMS Shoes was one of the 

most popular in the history of the company and greatly     

ÉÌÕÌÍÐÛÌËɯÉÖÛÏɯ×ÈÙÛÐÌÚȭɯɁ8ÖÜɯÕÌÝÌÙɯÒÕÖÞɯÞÏÖɯÞÐÓÓɯÎÌÛɯÉÌÏÐÕËɯ

àÖÜȮɂɯÏÌɯÚÈÐËȭ 

!ÓÈÒÌɀÚɯÚÜÊÊÌÚÚɯÚÛÖÙàɯÞÈÚɯÔÌÛɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯÝÌÙàɯ×ÖÚÐÛÐÝÌɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯËÐÕÕÌÙɯÈÛÛÌÕËÌÌÚȭɯɯɁ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖɯÛÌÓÓɯ

you, I've heard a lot of speakers in my day: aviation, humorists, George Will, Dave Barry, General   

Norman Schwarzkopf, but Blake rates right at the top of speakers I really, really enjoyed listening to 

ÈÕËɯÞÏÖɯÞÐÓÓɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯÉÌɯÔÌÔÖÙÈÉÓÌȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ ÐÙ×ÖÙÛɯ,ÈÕÈÎÌÙɯ&ÓÌÕÕɯ)ÈÕÜÚÒÈɯÈÍÛÌÙɯÛÏÌɯËÐÕÕÌÙȭɯ" $# ɯ

!ÖÈÙËɯÔÌÔÉÌÙɯ!ÖÉɯ6ÌÚÛɯÈËËÌËȮɯɁȱɯÏÌɯÞÈÚɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ

interesting and motivational; great program and a 

ÝÌÙàɯÌÕÑÖàÈÉÓÌɯÌÝÌÕÐÕÎȭɂ 

In addition to his CAEDA presentation, Blake         

appeared at Casper College earlier in the day and 

was met with over 200 enthusiastic students.  

ɁBlake's Q & A session at Casper College was a 

ÏÜÎÌɯÚÜÊÊÌÚÚȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ ÕÕɯ#ÈÓÛÖÕȮɯ"ÈÚ×ÌÙɯ"ÖÓÓÌÎÌɯ

Workforce Training Specialist.  Ɂ"ÈÚ×ÌÙɯ"ÖÓÓÌÎÌɅÚɯ

Krampert Theatre was filled with  college students, 

faculty and staff,  high school students, and Casper 

residents. Blake answered numerous questions about his company, TOMS, and his entrepreneurial 

spirit that keeps him going to  ÏÌÓ×ɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯÐÕɯÕÌÌËɯÖÍɯÚÏÖÌÚȭɂ  To learn more about TOMS Shoes please 

visit www.tomsshoes.com. 

Blake draws the lucky winner for two free tickets to Las Vegas on 

Allegiant Airécongratulations to Bob Porter! 

Blake explains how the original name of 
ñTomorrows Shoesò was shortened to TOMS to fit 

on the label .  

Guests enjoying the buffet catered by the Herbadashery. 

http://www.tomsshoes.com
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" $# ɯÏÌÓËɯÐÛÚɯ ÕÕÜÈÓɯ,ÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÖÕɯ#ÌÊÌÔÉÌÙɯƖȮɯƖƔƔƝɯÛÖɯÙÌÝÐÌÞɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÚÛɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚɯÈÕËɯÌÓÌÊÛɯ

three new board members. The meeting was held at the Petroleum Club in Casper with Forward    

Casper investors and community leaders in attendance. 

CAEDA Board Chairman, Dr. Walter Nolte, opened the meeting by thanking the investors and board 

members for their ongoing commitment to the community. Kelsey Campbell of US Senator John     

!ÈÙÙÈÚÚÖɀÚɯÖÍÍÐÊÌɯÙÌÈËɯÈɯÓÌÛÛÌÙɯÖÕɯÉÌÏÈÓÍɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ2ÌÕÈÛÖÙɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÖÜ×ȭɯɁ"ÈÚ×ÌÙɯÐÚɯÈɯÛÏÙÐÝÐÕÎɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯ

ÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔÔÐÛÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯ" $# ɀÚɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ!ÈÙÙÈÚÚÖȭɯɁ3ÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÏÈÙËɯÞÖÙÒɯÈÕËɯÊÖÕÚÛÈÕÛɯ

×ÙÖÔÖÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ"ÈÚ×ÌÙȮɯ" $# ɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÌÕÚÜÙÌɯÖÜÙɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɀÚɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÎÙÖÞÛÏɯÈÕËɯÚÜÊÊÌÚÚȭɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯ

because of your dedication that Natrona County is a great place to live, work 

ÈÕËɯÙÈÐÚÌɯÈɯÍÈÔÐÓàȭɂ 

3ÖÔɯ%ÖÙÚÓÜÕËȮɯ,ÈÕÈÎÌÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ"ÐÛàɯÖÍɯ"ÈÚ×ÌÙȮɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÌÝÌÕÛɀÚɯÍÌÈÛÜÙÌËɯÎÜÌÚÛɯ

Ú×ÌÈÒÌÙȭɯɁ6ÏÈÛɯÉÌÛÛÌÙɯÔÖÛÐÝÈÛÐÖÕɯÛÏÈÕɯÈɯÛÈÓÒɯÖÕɯÛÈßÌÚɯÛÖɯÎÌÛɯàÖÜɯÜ×ɯÖÕɯÈɯÊÖÓËɯɯ

#ÌÊÌÔÉÌÙɯÔÖÙÕÐÕÎȳɂɯ%ÖÙÚÓÜÕËɯÑÖÒÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÈÜËÐÌÕÊÌȭɯ%ÖÙÚÓÜÕËɯËÐÚÊÜÚÚÌËɯÛÏÌɯ

optional 1 Cent General Purpose tax, which was put into effect in 1974,  and the 

benefits it provides the community. Funds from this tax go to subsiding water 

bills, street improvements, police and fire vehicles, and more. With the tax up for 

ÙÌÕÌÞÈÓɯÕÌßÛɯàÌÈÙȮɯÛÏÌɯ"ÐÛàɯÐÚɯÈÊÛÐÝÌÓàɯÐÕÝÖÓÝÐÕÎɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÐÕɯɁÊÐÝÐÊɯÌÕÎÈÎÌÔÌÕÛɂȮɯ

asking citizens directly which 1 Cent services they feel are the 

ÔÖÚÛɯÐÔ×ÖÙÛÈÕÛȭɯɯɁ(ÛɀÚɯÈɯÔÖÙÌɯËÌÔÖÊÙÈÛÐÊɯÈ××ÙÖÈÊÏɯÛÏÈÕɯÐÕɯ

àÌÈÙÚɯ×ÈÚÛȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ%ÖÙÚÓÜÕËȭɯɯ,ÈÒÐÕÎɯÜÚÌɯÖÍɯÔÌËÐÈɯÖÜÛÓÌÛÚɯÈÕËɯ

technology, especially internet, is another priority for getting the discussions going 

about the 1 Cent funds. 

.ÛÏÌÙɯÏÐÎÏÓÐÎÏÛÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌËɯÛÏÌɯÜÕÝÌÐÓÐÕÎɯÖÍɯ" $# ɀÚɯƖƔƔƝɯ Õɪ

nual Report by Robert Barnes, President and CEO of CAEDA. Mr. Barnes briefly discussed the un-

folding plans of the Casper Business Innovation Center (Incubator), which is now fully funded. He 

also touched upon two issues that will be looked at in the current legislative session, tax increment           

financing and the extension of the manufacturing equipment sales tax exemption.  

%ÖÓÓÖÞÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÈÛÐÖÕÚȮɯ*ÌÐÛÏɯ"ÖÛÛÈÔɯÖÍɯ" $# ɀÚɯ-ÖÔÐÕÈÛÐÕÎɯ"ÖÔÔÐÛÛÌÌɯÓÌËɯÛÏÌɯÌÓÌÊÛÐÖÕɯɯɯɯ

process. Bob West, Vice President of Granite Peak Development in Casper was reelected to another 

ÛÌÙÔȭɯ3ÏÌɯÛÞÖɯÕÌÞɯÉÖÈÙËɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÊÏÖÚÌÕɯÉàɯ" $# ɀÚɯÐÕÝÌÚÛÖÙÚɯÞÌÙÌɯLisa Hubbard and Tim 

Kugler. Lisa is a partner and corporate vice president/treasurer of GSG Architecture. Tim is the     

Community Bank President of Wells Fargo 

Bank in Casper. All three of the elected            

candidates are heavily involved in the             

Casper community.  

New CAEDA Board Members Elected at Annual Meeting  

Tom Forslund discusses 
the benefits of the         

optional one-cent tax at 

the Annual Meeting. 

The 2010 CAEDA Board of Directors  
 

Back Row (left to right): Robert Barnes, Tim 

Monroe, Jim Porter, Ron Pasco, Jeff Bishop, 

Keith Cottam, Walter Nolte and Chris Lorenzen. 

Front (left to right): Bob Sutter, Bob West, Lisa 

Hubbard and Tim Kugler. 

www.onecentprocess.com
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Government Sector & Other Partners 

Casper Area Chamber of Commerce �² www.casperwyoming.org 

Casper Workforce Center - www.wyomingworkforce.org 

City of Casper �² www.casperwy.gov 

Natrona County - www.natrona.net 

Town of Evansville - www.townofevansville.org 

Town of Mills - www.millswy.com 

Wyoming Business Council- www.wyomingbusiness.org 

�:�\�R�P�L�Q�J���&�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�R�U�·�V���$�V�V�Q����- www.wyomingcontractors.org   

 

Energy/Mining 

Alpha Development- (307) 234.8925  

Black Hills Bentonite - www.BHBentonite.com 

 SST Energy Corporation - www.sstenergy.com 

Wold Oil Properties, Inc. - www.woldoil.com 

 

Construction 

71 Construction �² www.71construction.com 

Caspar Building Systems �² (307) 235.5690  

Groathouse Construction - www.groathouse.com  

Haselden Constructors�³  www.haselden.com 

McMurry Construction �² www.wnmcmurry.com 

Pope Construction - (307) 472.3241  

  

Manufacturing 

Automation & Electronics - www.autoelect.com 

EXCAL, Inc. �² www.excal-inc.com 

Fabrication Technologies, Inc. - www.fabtechinc.net 

J W Williams - www.jwwilliams-flint.com 

Magnablend -  www.magnablend.com 

McMurry Ready Mix - www.mcmurryreadymix.com 

Pepper Tank & Contracting - www.peppertank.com 

Toromont Energy Systems - www.toromontsystems.com 

WESTECH/WOTCO - www.wstch.com 

 

Retail/ Wholesale / Contracting 

�%�D�L�O�O�\�·�V���3�O�X�P�E�L�Q�J���	���+�H�D�W�L�Q�J���²   (307) 234.6568  

CK Mechanical - (307) 473.8448  

Crum Electric Supply �² www.crum.com 

Foss Toyota �² www.fossmotors.com 

Greiner Ford Lincoln Mercury �² www.greinerford.com 

IKON Office Solutions �² www.ikon.com 

Lathrop Equipment �² www.lathropequipment.com 

�0�L�F�K�D�H�O�·�V���)�H�Q�F�H��- www.michaelsfence.com 

Modern Electric - www.modern-electric.com 

Mountain States Lithographing - www.mtstlitho.com 

Power Service, Inc.- www.powerserviceinc.com 

Wyoming Machinery - www.wyomingcat.com 

Wyoming Steel & Recycling - www.wysteel.com 

 

Transportation 

C&Y Transportation �² www.c-ytransportation.com 

Casper�³�1�D�W�U�R�Q�D���&�R�X�Q�W�\���,�Q�W�·�O�����$�L�U�S�R�U�W��- iflycasper.com 

 

 

Finance 

American National Bank - www.anbbank.com 

First Interstate Bank �² www.firstinterstatebank.com 

Hilltop National Bank �² www.HilltopNationalBank.com 

      Jonah Bank - www.jonahbank.com 

Merrill Lynch - www.ml.com 

Platte Valley Bank - www.pvbankwy.com 

                    Wells Fargo Bank -www.wellsfargo.com   

 

Health Care 

Casper Orthopedic Associates, P.C. - www.wyoortho.com 

         Wyoming Medical Center - www.wmcnet.org   

 

Real Estate 

BrokerOne �² www.broker1realestate.com 

Eastland Development - (307) 234.0583  

Granite Peak Development - www.mcmurrybusinesspark.com 

Phillips & Company �² www.phillips-company.com  

Remax The Group - www.wythegroup.com 

 

Professional Services 

American Title Agency �² (307) 266.4672  

ARC Integrated Program Management - www.arcimp.com  

Brown, Drew & Massey, LLP �² www.browndrew.com 

�%�X�V�W�D�U�G�·�V���)�X�Q�H�U�D�O���+�R�P�H���² www.bustardsfuneraldirectors.com 

Carpenter & Sons, Inc. �² (307) 265.8895  

Elliott & Associates �² (307) 234.2241  

Grooms & Harkins - www.groomsandharkins.com 

GSG Architecture �² www.gsgarchitecture.com 

Inberg-Miller �² www.inberg-miller.com 

Lenhart, Mason & Associates LLC - www.wyocpa.com 

          Lincoln Financial Advisors - (307) 235.5822   

Lovelett, Skogen & Associates - www.cpawyoming.com 

�-�D�P�H�V���:�����´�7�L�P�µ���0�R�Q�U�R�H��- (307) 234.3880  

Porter, Muirhead, Cornia & Howard, CPA - www.pmch.com 

SOS Staffing - www.sosstaffing.com        

WLC - www.wlcwyo.com 

              World Wide Travel - www.worldwidetvl.com   

 

Utilities 

  Qwest - www.qwest.com 

Rocky Mountain Power - www.rockymountainpower.net 

SourceGas �² www.sourcegas.com 

 

Hospitality 

Casper Petroleum Club �² www.casperpetroleumclub.co 

Timberline Hospitalities - www.timberlinehotels.com 

 

Education 

Casper College �² www.caspercollege.edu 

Natrona County School District #1 - www.natronaschools.org  

 

Media  

Casper Star-Tribune �² www.casperstartribune.net 

K2 Radio �² www.k2radio.com 
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