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Windpower 2009: Focus on the Burgeoning Wind Power Industry 

Thousands flocked to Chicago 

the week of May 4 to attend 

one of the largest wind       

conference and exhibitions in 

the world. Windpower 2009, 

sponsored by the American 

Wind Energy Association 

(AWEA), was actually three 

different events in one. The 

first, and most widely at-

tended, was the exhibition 

show, consisting of 1,280      

displays by companies in the 

wind industry and businesses 

offering supporting services.  

It is estimated that more than 

23,000 people attended the 

show. The displays were       

diverse and many were quite 

incredible. From futuristic 3 -D 

films to 30 foot tall models, 

they did not cease to amaze. 

The second portion of the 

show was the daily conference 

sessions held in rooms off the 

exhibition hall. Speakers, such 

as Secretary of the Interior 

Ken Salazar and T. Boone 

Pickens, addressed a variety 

of issues relating to wind     

energy policy and politics and 

industry trends.  

The third event was held pri-

marily for AWEAõs Board of Directors and                

Committees to meet and discuss the future of the 

industry and determine what 

new strategies are needed to 

keep the industryõs healthy 

growth curve on track.  

Wyoming was well              

represented at both the con-

ference and exhibition. The 

Wyoming Business Council 

and Wyoming Infrastructure    

Authority shared a booth.   

Fifteen individuals from 

throughout the state volun-

teered to work the booth and 

provide information, answer 

questions, and promote   

Wyomingõs excellent business 

climate. Kim Rightmer, 

CAEDA Economic Develop-

ment Coordinator, and Megan 

Graham, Casper College    

Electronics Technology        

Instructor, represented        

Casper throughout the week. 

In addition, many Wyoming 

businesses sent representa-

tives to both the show and 

conferences. Some of the   

Casper area companies at the 

expo  included True          

Companies, Westech/Wotco, 

Granite Peak Development, 

Energy Transportation,     

TriStar Constructors, 

McMurry Ready Mix and CTRAN.  

Continued next pageé 

Megan Graham of Casper College, discusses      

Casperôs wind potential. 

Visitors crowd the McCormick Place Convention 

Center in Chicago for Windpower 2009. 

Carol Stearns of the Wyoming Business Council 

hands out information at the event. 
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Casper College hosted a public dedication of the Sharon D. Nichols Auditorium on April 20, 2009. 

The new auditorium is located in the McMurry Career Studies Center and was a joint a partnership 

between the College and the Wyoming Trucking 

Association (WTA).  

òWeõve been working 20 years for this,ó said 

Harold Wright, Instructor Emeritus of Diesel 

Technology at Casper College. The Diesel Tech-

nology program will be the primary user of the 

facility, which features the latest in audio -visual 

projection and provides students easy viewing of 

highly technical demonstrations and lectures.  

The facility also has ample room to accommodate 

trucks and other large vehicles for hands-on          

experience.  

The auditoriumõs namesake, Sharon Nichols, was the    

former WTA managing director and president of Casper 

College Board of Trustees.  Many of Sharonõs family  

members were in attendance for the event and her son 

Jon Nichols took part in the dedication.   

During the program, Governor Dave Freudenthal     

surprised the crowd by driving the inaugural first truck 

into the facility.  After successfully maneuvering  

the large diesel into the building, the Governor    

addressed the audience saying òthis great new      

facility is another important part of workforce      

development in Wyoming.ó    

The audience was also treated to a demonstration of 

the auditoriumõs state-of-the-art capabilities as part 

of the special unveiling of the commemorative glass 

art work. The piece, in the shape of a diesel truck 

recognizes community contributors to the project 

and was created by local artist Janet Zambai.            

~ Jennifer Scott, CAEDA 
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College Dedicates Nichols Auditorium 

A plaque created by local artist Janet Zambai lists                

contributors to the project. 

 Bill DeVore of the Casper-Natrona County Airport 
Board (left) and State Representative Roy Cohee (right)  

arrived early to get a seat at the dedication.  

Dr. Walter Nolte (left), President of Casper College and 
CAEDAôs Board of Directors, introduces                                   

Gov. Dave Freudenthal (right).  

For CAEDA, the wind turbine industry is a top economic  development priority.  Casperõs                       

manufacturing base is well suited to the industry ð which offers extraordinary growth potential, job 

creation, industry diversification and high wage levels.  

Natrona County offers companies distinct advantages such as a strong, reliable source of wind,        

proximity to regional markets and supplies, available access to airport, rail and highway systems, and 

skilled workforce. Having a presence at Windpower 2009 enabled CAEDA to emphasize these benefits 

to a receptive target and learn more about an industry that will no doubt have a strong economic affect 

on Casper/Natrona County.  

Wind Power Continued... 
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Congressman Lummis Visits CAEDA 

Working on the One-Cent Campaign 

Left to Right: Buck King, Mayor of Edgerton; 

Shirley Underwood, City of Evansville;         
Kevin Sadler, Casper Chamber of Commerce; 

and Phil Hinds, Mayor of Evansville. 

While touring the district in April, U.S. 

Representative Cynthia Lummis took time 

to visit the CAEDA offices.  

During the visit, Rep. Lummis meet with 

several CAEDA representatives to discuss 

economic development in Natrona County 

and learn more about current projects and 

activities in the area.  

In 1979, Lummis became the youngest 

woman ever elected to the Wyoming Legis-

lature and has been active in politics since 

that time. Last year Cynthia was elected to 

represent Wyoming in the U.S. House of 

Representatives.  Her current committee 

assignments include Agriculture, Budget 

and Natural Resources. 

Robert Barnes, President and CEO of CAEDA, has been appointed to the 

Wyoming Workforce Development Council (WWDC) by Governor Dave 

Freudenthal.   

Barnes officially joined the Council on May 1, 2009 and has already      

begun working on a wide range of workforce related issues with 

WWDC. òIt has been a pleasure to work with Joan Evans and the WDWS 

staff on marketing programs and planning for the Governorõs Workforce 

Summit,ó Barnes said.  òExisting industry is critical to Wyomingõs      

economic future, and serving on the WWDC is a great vehicle to address 

business and industry needs.ó 

The mission of the WWDC is help to recruit, develop and grow         

Wyomingõs workforce, creating a stronger economy and a higher quality of life.  The Council works   

directly with  the Governorõs Office and the Department of Workforce Services and is currently             

co-sponsoring the Workforce Summit in Jackson later this month.  ~Jennifer Scott, CAEDA 

Governor Appoints Barnes to Workforce Council 

Left to Right: Robert Barnes, Kim Rightmer, Rep. Cynthia 

Lummis,  Jim Porter and Tim Monroe. 

Robert Barnes makes a presentation 
at Casper College Leadership.  
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One-Cent Sales Tax 
Meetings are currently underway to organize support for the 

renewal of Natrona Countyõs One Cent tax.  Voters approved 

the last renewal in 2006 and will again vote on the issue in 

2010.  

Funds from the One Cent tax go to a wide variety of basic 

projects including residential street repairs, snow removal, 

water and sewer line repairs and other critical services. A 

small percentage (3%) of the funds are used for economic    

development in Natrona County. CAEDA representatives 

have been taking part in the One-Cent meetings. For further 

information on the One Cent tax visit www.CasperWy.gov.  


