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Business Incubator Receives Full Funding 
By Lisa S. Pearce Icenogle, Casper College 

Casper College has received a 

$2 million Economic Develop-

ment Administration (EDA) 

grant for a proposed business in-

cubator that the college, CAEDA 

and other local partners hope to 

have up and running within the 

next 24 months. 

The Casper Area Business         

Innovation Center will be ña set 

of programs, services, and       

facilities that collectively sup-

port the successful development 

and growth of start-up and early 

stage companies,ò said Robert 

Barnes, president and CEO of 

CAEDA. 

With the $2 million grant, plans 

can now move forward to begin 

the design process for with GSG 

Architecture  and hire a manager 

for the center. ñWe hope to have 

all remodeling and construction 

completed in approximately 24 

months,ò noted Barnes. 

ñWe have begun the nationwide 

search for a director for the In-

novation Center. Because of all 

the different funding sources, it 

is important that we find the 

right person with the right mix 

of skills and experience,ò said 

Laura  Driscoll, dean of        

continuing education and     

community partnerships at     

Casper College. Driscoll noted that as soon as a       

director is hired they would  

begin to work with                           

entrepreneurs immediately and 

that work would be a 

ñcommunity effort.ò 

The $2 million grant caps a 

fundraising project totaling 

$10.5 million. ñWe wanted the 

Innovation Center to be debt 

free upon opening, and with 

this $2 million we can now   

begin the project in earnest,ò 

Barnes said. 

Driscoll noted that the $2 mil-

lion grant would run through 

Casper College. ñWe are so 

thrilled to have this grant and 

be able to get started on the   

actual creation of the Innova-

tion Center.ò 

ñA key component of this    

project will be the renovation 

of the Amoco Administration 

Building. We will respect the 

history and community              

connection to that building, and 

will actually improve the  

building. There will be as much 

restoration as renovation. We 

have found a good use for this  

building,ò said Barnes. Upon 

completion of the project, the 

Amoco Administration      

Building will be connected to a Glenn Januska, Terry Wingerter and Mark Pepper visit 

at the Incubator Reception in October 

Dr. Walter Nolte, President of Casper College and 
Chairman of  the CAEDA Board, and Robert Barnes,     

President and CEO of CAEDA, discuss the project plans 

The old Amoco building will be transformed into the 

Casper Area Business Innovation Center 
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Incubator continued... 

Tate Pumphouse Grand Opening  

new 30,000 square foot addition. 

The Innovation Center is expected to provide space for an average of 13 clients at a time and will begin gradu-

ating firms after five years of operation. Those firms are expected to create approximately 455 new jobs in the 

community.  Casper College, CAEDA, the Amoco Reuse Agreement Joint Powers Board, and the Economic 

Development Joint Powers Board are partners in the Innovation Center. 

In addition to the $2 million grant from the EDA, the Innovation Center has received funding from Housing 

and Urban Development, the Wyoming Business Council, the Amoco Reuse Agreement Joint Powers Board, 

the Economic Development Joint Powers Board, First Interstate Bank, Hilltop Bank, Wells Fargo Bank, 

American National Bank, CAEDA, Casper College, the City of Casper, the Natrona County Commissioners 

and Wal-Mart. 

The Platte River Parkway Trust 

Board celebrated a special open 

house on Friday, November 6, 2009 

at the recently remodeled Tate  

Pumphouse Trail Center.  Visitors 

were given the opportunity to enjoy 

refreshments and tour the renovated 

historic building, which is located 

along the Platte River Parkway trail.  

The Pumphouse is a brick structure 

once used as a pumping station to 

send water to the town of Midwest 

and the Salt Creek Field and was 

gifted to the Parkway Trust by BP in 

2007. In addition to being  a community gathering place, the facility will house the Parkway trail system 

ÖÍÍÐÊÌȮɯÈɯ×ÜÉÓÐÊɯ×ÓÈáÈȮɯÈɯÉÐÒÌɯÈÕËɯÒÈàÈÒɯÝÌÕËÖÙȮɯÈÕËɯ&ÐÎÐɀÚɯÙÌÚÛÈÜÙÈÕÛȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛɯÐÚɯÈɯÊÜÓÔÐɪ

nation of more than 2 years of planning and construction work.  Funding was provided by the Tate 

Foundation, the Parkway Trust, grants and other private donations.  

CAEDA Annual Meeting &  
Board Elections  

 

with guest speaker  
 

Casper City Manager  
Tom Forslund  

 

and a special presentation to  
 

Karl Killmer, outgoing  
EDJPB Chairman  

 

 Please call 307 -577 -7011 to reserve your seat!  

Wednesday,  

December 2nd  

7:00am 

VOTE! 
Casper  

Petroleum Club 

The beautifully renovated Pumphouse offers a panoramic view of Casper Mountain                              

and the North Platte River 
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" $# ɀÚɯ!ÖÈÙËɯ$ÓÌÊÛÐÖÕÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÏÌÓËɯÖÕɯ6ÌËÕÌÚËÈàȮɯ#ÌÊÌÔÉÌÙɯƖȮɯƖƔƔƝȭɯ!ÌÓÖÞɯÈÙÌɯ×ÙÖÍÐÓÌÚɯÖÍɯ

ÛÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯÊÈÕËÐËÈÛÌÚȭɯ)ÜÚÛɯÈɯÙÌÔÐÕËÌÙȮɯonly Forward Casper investors who have renewed for 

2010 at $500 or above are eligible participate in the elections. 

Chris Corliss is the General Manager at Wyoming Contractors Association 

,Ê,ÜÙÙàɯ3ÙÈÐÕÐÕÎɯ"ÌÕÛÌÙȭɯɯ'ÐÚɯÌËÜÊÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÉÈÊÒÎÙÖÜÕËɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌÚɯÈɯ,ÈÚÛÌÙɀÚɯÖÍɯ

Public Administration degree from the University of Wyoming.  Chris has 

worked in employment and training programs since 1989 and has served on the 

CAEDA Board of Directors for the past 4 years. 

 

Lisa Hubbard is a native of Wyoming and a resident of Casper since 1975. Lisa has over three    

decades of architectural experience and is a partner in ownership and corporate vice-president/

treasurer of GSG Architecture.  Throughout her career, Lisa has been involved with numerous  

project types, including healthcare and social services, educational, recreational, 

commercial and governmental. Two of her greatest achievements were the      

successful completion of the $45 million addition and renovation to Wyoming 

Medical Center in Casper and the 2006 occupancy of over $43 million worth of 

additions and renovations for the Wyoming Department of Corrections in     

Rawlins, Riverton and Lusk.  Lisa is a licensed architect in the state of Wyoming 

and a LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) accredited pro-

fessional.  Lisa is treasurer of the Wyoming Chapter of The American Institute of 

Architects, a member of the State of Wyoming Council on Fire Prevention and 

Electrical Safety and of the American Society for Healthcare Engineering (ASHE). As an active resi-

dent in Casper, she is a member of the Casper Rotary Club, is on the board of directors for the Na-

trona County Meals on Wheels, a former member (but forever supporter) of the Platte River Park-

way Trust and a member of Leadership Wyoming, Class of 2009. She has also been active in 

CAEDA/Forward Casper for a number of years and is currently involved with the Casper Business 

Innovation Center project.  
 

Tim Kugler is the Community Bank President of Wells Fargo Bank in Casper. 

A graduate of the University of Nebraska, Tim has spent the past 24 years in 

Casper with his wife and four children and is an active member of the commu-

nity. Tim has served on several boards including the Casper College Founda-

tion, Wyoming Medical Center Foundation, Meals on Wheels of Natrona 

"ÖÜÕÛàȮɯ'ÈÉÐÛÈÛɯÍÖÙɯ'ÜÔÈÕÐÛàȮɯ"ÈÚ×ÌÙɯ8ÖÜÛÏɯ2ÖÊÊÌÙȮɯ-ÈÛÙÖÕÈɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɯɁ.ÕÌɯ

"ÌÕÛɂɯ"ÖÔÔÐÛÛÌÌȮɯ5ÐÚÐÖÕɯƖƔƔƔɯɬ City of Casper. He is also active with CAEDA/

Forward Casper and is currently serving on the CAEDA Incubator Committee.  
 

Bob West is Group Vice President of Real Estate for Granite Peak Development, LLC, which is a 

Casper, based Limited Liability Company. He is responsible for the acquisi-

tion, sales and leasing of company owned properties that are commercial/

ÙÌÛÈÐÓȮɯÐÕËÜÚÛÙÐÈÓɯÈÕËɯÖÍÍÐÊÌɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛÚȭɯ&ÙÈÕÐÛÌɯ/ÌÈÒɀÚɯÊÜÙÙÌÕÛɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛÚɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌɯÛÏÌɯ

McMurry Business Park, the Mesa Addition, Cole Creek Industrial Park, Eagle 

Estates, East Lathrop Addition, East Yellowstone Addition, Casper Logistics 

Hub in the Casper area and the Swan Ranch Development in Cheyenne. Prior 

to joining Granite Peak Development Company, he worked for approximately 

28 years in commercial real estate throughout the Rocky Mountain Region. He 

holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Administration from Colorado State University.  He 

has served as a board member for CAEDA for two years and serves on the CAEDA Transportation 

Committee as well.    

Board Election Time is Here!  

Tim Kugler 

Lisa Hubbard 

Chris Corlis 

Bob West 


